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1 s h ~ ~ t  ~) t l '  tlrr F;tlis ill l!lIi!l.) Scvr~lson is 
otrl~ecl It). tlir I;i~llilv 111' Ni;kpl-;t Falls 
\,lay111. Ircrir 131i;l. 

tl~cy 1i;ltf spcci,~l I ~ ~ I I I ~ ~ > I I I L ~ I I ~  ~ t r c ~ d t ~ l  I I I  

lrc*;~cl~ lliv lilt* t ~ l y  wft  in 111r lirl~l. 1 Odtlly. ~ l l e  $7!)0.000 gl-en~ conies u~li lo.  
tllc arlspicrs I J ~  it11 rnrerprise zour tltat 

Si;tg.~fi~ I:;III\ .Air Ilesrrvr B;tsl. 
s p o k r s i n : ~ ~ ~  Sc-il I<. Toll' clitl I I I I ~  rrnlrll 
I ) I I I I I I ~  calls. ,111rl so cnitld not rspl;~ill 
~vli:tt t l i ; ~ ~  \lx.ci:tl ce]t~ip~liet~t  iliiglit l)c,. 

NIAGARA'S REDHEADED STEPCHILDREN 

is in tloiv~t~otv~i Ni;ig;tra R~lls. The  t l~ree  
ro;ttIs to he patrd are ~nilrs  ;nwy li.t)lii 
tllr zoi~c.: 0 1 1 ~ .  c) l ' t l ic .~~~ is   tot CVCII inside 
I I I C  ci17 l i~i~its .  

. .. .. 
;imonf tllc 111l.r? c-1llllp;l- cllmcs i l l .  in\resligttes 
11irs likr S ; I I ~ I ) I I ; I ~  l.e;~tl. the siu. ;ulicl clrells it up 
L ' I I ~ O I I  (:trl~irl~, ;IIICI to R ji~litr;ii~tccd pris- 
H#,<rkct. (:lreti~ir-.il Irlt c o ~ i d i t i o ~ ~ .  
I~cllincl. C)tltcl-wisp. )vho rvants 

I I ' ~ I I I  rlrivc tll,r,t~gh thr 
tn 1 ~ 1 y  land th;lt lnighc 

li~S,illr ~ \ c i g I ~ h ~ ~ ~ - l t < ~ c ? d  o S  
be pois~~ning  the neigh- 

Si;ig:wt Rills ~ I I I I  mil see 
horltood? That might 

that rhr 111.1t1se.s down- 
pcrison yctt~ and yotlr 

wind c~f  tllr rla.~nic;~l :ulcl 
~ i~orkcrs?  That might 

n~c~tiillrlqici~l pli~ilu 11;w 
spontanc.ously hurst 

;tgcd I I I V ~ I I  I ~ I I I I V  cl~lickly 
t l l a ~ ~  Iions<.s 111ft\'i11cl. Nohotly \ V I I I I ~ ~ .  .Ant1 
The 1xti111 i; ])c.vlii~g. t11r 11l;ht's wl~y the only 
c k \ p l ~ ~ ~ " . ~ l s  ;wr ell?. ;uld invcs~mct~t in this par. 
~ ~ r . ~ c k i i ~ ~ - v s ~ ) , t s i t ~ c ~  11, r ici~l;~r rrcighI~orhoo~I 
tllc ~ x ~ i s ~ , ~ ~ . ;  ~>ouring intn to date is S7!10.000 CAI; 

tlir air 11;ts \cithercd tilarke~l l i ~ r  a dil'l'erent 
.tllc~n. 11 dc,rs ~ l t r  saliie r lo~mt t r~c idc~t  p;irt of 
t l ~ i ~ i g  to pea~plc. t o ~ v ~ i  live ~iiiles away LO 

p:!ve three. l~,tt~np): dirt- 
and-gi-avel roatls: O I I ~  

I ,;lv i l l g  lree ~ , , ~ ~ ~ l ) i , l  

l v l  lrrl. ,lv.< li l ,L ,  

[ lIr  rll;,<ls Il; t< I,r<!n 

I ~ : I I V ~ ~ I J I I I I I ~ I I ~ ; I ~  l'rotcctio~t .4gc:1icy I I I  

11-11 lllclll wl1;11 siJl.1 Ill' t13sts 10 <It, ;u1el 
I ~ ' G I I I ~ ~ I I I I S  to t;ltr t r l ~ r n  tllcy o l ~ l x ~ r k  
011 it ])~~lj<:cl. 13111 : l ~ h ~ ~ i i ' ~ ~ l I l y  11o OIIC I1;ts 
ilonc any sc~rt crl' r~~viro~~~i~r~lt;lltcsts ill 

tltrsr .Ireas 111 r lctcr~l~i~i<'  ivl~at thc. back- 
I~ncs will dig up. Snltotly is t;llking 
el>c)~lt thr  rl;inr.t,rs nosetl I)\* ce~nt:tnli- ~. . 
n;uu<l d t~s t  u )  ~vorl;rrs ; ~ ~ t r l  rcsirlrnts :11tcI 
~ ) ~ s s ~ s h ! :  Soborl\. is talki~lg al)t,tli ;t 

cle:i~~ttl>. even ~ I I O I I ~ I I  t11crc. is ~ I I C L I -  

~rrcnl;u-~ rvidcncc. tllat l~;lz;~~-tIot~s 
I . i~ i l i<>~~c~ivc  11t:tteri;11 TV;IS <111111petl 
tllel-e-.lllrl tv11crr tllcr<. i \  rlc~c\tlllelttcrl 
t r ~ i t e  i l  is 1>1ti<Ir11t to ;I\SIIIIIC 11tc.r~ '~ .I 

lot e ~ l ' t ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ c t t ~ ~ t r ~ i t c t l  1v;tste ;~Ioiigsi~lc it. 
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tlii~ig. Slic Ii:icl ficr city e~ig i~iee~.  ~ - c * t ~ ~ r  
on<. phcrnr c;~ll: tic pn11i.ssrd pr-of'oun 
n~rpr is t  to lra1.11 that Niag;\:;ua Eills Ii:id 
prr)hlcni wit11 clictiiicil and ~.;itlionctiv 
IV;IS~V. CY~:II tlio~tgli his prol'essio~i;~ 
I,ackgr~)~~r~cl is in witstr titanage~ncnl 
He did 11111 I1;n.c an) I,ackg~rt~tnd it  
niunicipl c~igincering, hot he l i ;~< 
worked li)r Occidental and f r~r  13FI 
r\,liicli administc~-ed tlie city's larges 
landtill  itse ell^;^ strspccted rcjposito~y o 
nncontaiiird nt~clear waste). 

Tlir !roni;tri ~vlir~ ansrv~:rs the pliorie i t  
Eliii's otticr took sllnle pains tu explai~ 
that the c~~g i~ i e r r ' s  response was t h ~  
~iiayor's I-esponsc i111fI tllat she ~liougli 
it urtlikely that tlicl-e might be question 
that the m;\yt~s [iught u~ answer, 

In any case. Eli;) dirl not return si~hsc 
qt~cnt calls, arid so did not have oppor 
tiinity 11) explain why pirhlic funtls werl 
heing spent to imp[nve access to Ian[ 
11ci11g used as a dump by Iier Ct~iiily': 
c~~mp;itiy. 

POINTS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST 

III .l;utiu;ir). ")00 the llcpartment ol 
knerhy isst~etl a lisl III '  sitcs tliat l i ; ~ ~ !  
1,ec11 enjinged in tlie Manh;~tlan 
Engineel-11ig District, co~nmo~i ly  called 
the Manhattan Prr!jcct, the effort tc: 
I)uitrl tlie lirsl atotnic homh. Many local 
companies, especially in and an111nd 
Niagara Falls. were on  that Iiqt: 
ElectroMet. ( :a rh~)rund~~m.  T i t a ~ ~ i u ~ i i  
All~)ys .M;inut;acturitig (TAM). Linclc. 
Simonds S;nv & Steel. H~)c)ker (:Iiemical, 
nnd 1iia11!. 11i11rr. 

Tlie D e p ~ r t ~ i i r ~ ~ t  01' Energy essenti;~llg 
acknowledged that the list was incom- 
plete hy ~ r q u r s t i ~ i ~  i~iiorrnaticrn ;uid 
docrlmentetictn co~~ce rn ing  sites tliat 
hadn't made the list. That i~ichides 
many sites in aiicl aronnd Niagxa Falls. 
The Dcpartment ol'Ene~-gy is interester1 
in lilling OIII tlir pictt~rc on many levels. 
Not long  go (:ongi-css passed .I law 
n~andatirig tlir cc,~iipens;~ti~~n d'ato~iiic 
I V I I I - ~ ~ I X  and thr Ihmili<*s ol'ato~iiic work- 
ers tvho \<el-c 11i;ldc sick I,? exposure 111 

~.;~di~,activr 11iatr1-i;lls. ;unci Depart~iicnt 
01' Energ- w:unL5 to know tvho uvo~-ked 
~vlicre itnd wh;~t tlicy did. Liktlivise. 
I)cpartment 01: Energ). wants to know 
~cliat sites arc cont:~minatcd anrl hr)w 
I)adly. iWhetlier o r  110t 'the)' earnestly 
\van1 to cle;111 them up is the stihject of 
much tleh;ttc.. I I I I ~  it is prol,ahly hrst to 

give them tlie henelit <~l'tlie dot~ht  an, 
assunle they cto .  

Unl'ortunately it is the Army Co~ps  o 
Engineers-lvhicli ~n;~t le  ~iittch of tli, 
niess to hegin with-that is responsible 
1i)r tlic clcnnup, ant1 tlicy'\.e done noth 
ing to engcnder any kith in their 
intentions. Take, fix example, ti11 
( i ) ~ p s '  plan to remediate tlie Linde sitt 
in Tona~vantia. One state heal+ omcia 
?clggested that tlie site would he sc 
radioactive even after the proposec 
~ l e a n ~ t p  that the Cn~ps  would have tc 
ipply h)r a radioactive waste handlin8 
~ertnit .  And yet, despite criticism anr 
wen outt'bige clirectcrl at tlie Lindt 
:learn~p proposal, tlie Corps i~sed Lindt 
is an ex~iiiple of the good work the] 
vere doing nationwide to schoolchild 
.en in Mississippi. On a web sitt 
~'i~~~v.invk.~~sace.ar~ny.~nil/c~t~ces/pa/s~ 
nmy/sammyl.Iioa) cl-eater1 with a sate 
:ducation pant ,  a fill-I-y sttln'ed animal 
lamed Sanimy the Sea Lion serves as a 
our glide,  explaining lioiv hard tlie 
b p s  wits working to make Tonaivanda ;I 

:lean place to live and work. 

The Department ol'l$~iergy is also inter. 
,stet1 in gathering new information 
Because the Manhattan Prqject is so his- 
orically important. There is. in iact, a 
Iepartment of: Energy initiative tliat 
e co~n~nends  the preservation and 
nterpt-emtion of signiiicant sites. 

'or example. Italian physicist Enrico 
'ermi was the l i~ s t  to achieve a sus- 
&inert nticlcar m c d o n .  The irrarliatcd 
raphite and otlio. mate~ials ti.0111 his 
2'-1 rcactor arc hi!ried in the Palos 
'orest Preserve ot~tside (;liicag~:o and 
larked with a huge stone obelisk 
xplaining the significa~ice of Femi's 
chievetnent. 

'he graphite tliat is huried there was 
~an~tfac t~uted  in Niagara Falls hy 
lational Carbon, a division of Union 
:arhide, which was Ic)c;kted at tlie cor- 
e r  ~)fCollcge and Highland Avenues- 
r!jacent to tlie lot that ci~uglit fire last 
ridaj.. Originally Fcrmi's gl.;ipliite was 

he producc~l by US Graphite in 
aginawv. Micliiga~i. Rut tlic Saginatv 
raphite contained more impurities 
Ian Fermi rvo~~ld  tolerate, so US 
,I-apliite lost its contract u1 National 
arbon. ivliose only plan1 at the time 
as in Niagara.Falls. 

. . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . , . .  

That's just one story; there are dozens 
more that make Niaga~x Falls an impor- 
nnt  setting in the histo~yof the atomic 
em. 

Tlie cover story of the latesterlition of 
Tlw B111lrtin a/ the Alornic S,,.itr~tbts is 
calletl "Sick Nuclear Workers: Tlie 
Deception Ends." (The Bvrllt-tin o/ t k  
Atonric .Ycienlists.is one of the most 
respected journals of its' kind-its 
fowitlers inclurle many scientists who 
worked on the Manhattan -Project, as 
well as AIhert Einstein.) The article 
describes the conditions in which atom- 
ic workers lahored, the massive doses of 
radiation and radioactive dust to which 
they were rot~tinely st~hjected, and tlie 
horrible consequences of that exposure. 

Tlie s to~y specifically mentions several 
rites in and al-oound Niagara Falls: 
ElecwoMet, Hooker, the Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works, and Titanium Alloys 
Mant~facti~ring (later TAM Ce~a~nics and 
ncnv Ferro Electronics) among diem. 

The stoty in TIIP B~~Ileli~lirr o/ lhc Afomir 
Scira1isl.v mirrors a series of articles writ- 
ten last pear by Peter Eisler for IJ.W 
Torlny, called "Poisoned Workers. 
Poisoned Places." Bod1 were anticipat- 
rd hy (:ongress9s mandate to crtmpen- 
;ate atomic workers and the fatnilies of 
itomic workers whose health sttffered 
ts a result of exposure to hazardous 
iiaterials. As a'result of that mandate, a 
;reat deal of previously secret infonna- 
ion has come to light. 

n tlie past week official from tlie 
)epartment of Energy and tlie 
Iepartment of Lahor held a series of 
)~tblic meetings to explain how they 
vould determine who was eligible for 
.ompensation and why. One official 
aid sheepishly that secrecy had heen 
inportant hack in those days, that there ' 
was a ivar on. Most of the crowrl-which 
ncluded workers, widows and children 
rl'rv~irkcrs, activists, concernerl citizens 
.ncl a Iiandfi~l o i  rnilirary people 
Iressed in ciwies--was sympathetic to 
hat point. They and their Families had 
acrificed a great deal for tlie war eiTort; 
uie coulrl argue that th-e whole region 
ras sacrificed. Now, they said, \he truth 
nd conseqtlelices of what happened 
re corning to light. It's time, they said, 
3 stop behaving as if it were still a 
ecret. It's time to dosomething. 

av 
. . . . . . . , . - - . . . . . . . - . . . . . . 
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